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with its own artillery.  In March, 1919, hundreds of people
lost their lives in street fighting in Berlin.

In April, 1919, a Communist Government came into
power in Munich, under the leadership of three Russian
Jews, Levine-Nissen, Levien, and Axelrod. This " Soviet
Republic " lasted less than a month, but cost the citizens
of the Bavarian capital 927 dead and several thousands
wounded. A particularly brutal murder of hostages (nine
men and a woman) is noteworthy because of similar
atrocities, inspired by similar ruffians from Moscow,
which have lately occurred in Spain. To me the murders
are personal, because one of the hostages, of just my own
age, was the son of a dear friend of my family.

In March, 1920, a new Communist rising occurred in
the Ruhr, In which 208 soldiers of the German Army
were killed and 578 wounded. In April, a Russian
terrorist, Max Holz, burned and pillaged villages in the
Vogtland district. In October there was a Communist
riot in Hamburg, in which 17 police were killed and 69
wounded. And so on, for the next three years.

During the inflation of 1923, when money lost its pur-
chasing power, the middle-classes became paupers. But
they did not therefore become Communists. On the con-
trary, they began to arm themselves, since the Govern-
ment seemed powerless to protect them. The Catholic
party, the peasants, and what remained of the Junkers
and the aristocrats were bewildered and bankrupt, and
looking about for new political expedients. The Com-
munists realized that other methods were required to con-
vert them, so they decided to go underground, and to sap
the foundations of the State more thoroughly than they
had yet done before again attempting its overthrow.

From 1924 to 1929 they bent their energies to this sub-
terranean subversion, employing the large experience of
Russia under the Czarist regime and the talents of many